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   From the Vicar
   Dear All
   I’m sure most of you have by now seen Aldi’s Christmas advert featuring Kevin the Carrot. It is of 
   course loosely based on A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and I think it’s brilliant - the more 
   you watch this advert the more you see. There’s Marcus Radishford, Peas and Goodwill, Cuthbert 
   the Caterpillar as well as the Carrot family. Yes, there is a table laden with party food but the 
   message couldn’t be simpler: ‘If you want to be happy then you have to be kind’ It’s not  an overtly 
   Christian message but does reflect Christian values not just towards one another but towards the 
   planet. Cop 26 reminded us that we do have to take care of God’s created world as well as ourselves.
   
   Like that advert which requires several viewings the Christmas story is not just a one-off to be 
   glossed over. We need to hear it again and again because it is the most marvellous story ever written 
   – so I hope you’ll join us at our carol services. 
   The trouble is that we see only the stable, the angels, the kings, Mary and Joseph and a tiny baby. 
   But that baby doesn’t stay wrapped in swaddling clothes for ever. Here is God come to earth to live 
amongst us and to have a relationship with each one of us. We need to accept that invitation. We need to come to worship and 
marvel at that baby, but we need to allow that baby to grow, to become a man and yes, die and rise again. We cannot do this if 
we put the baby back in the crib once Christmas is over.

This Christmas may feel more like ‘normal’ this year, but we are still in the grips of a pandemic. So whilst I’m encouraging 
you to come to the carol services, the crib services and Midnight Mass please don’t come if you’re feeling unwell! Nonetheless,
 I am looking forward to my 9th Christmas with you all!

Most of you know that I will be retiring at the beginning of January – my final service will be at Aldbrough on 9th January. 
Things will inevitably change but God doesn’t! Plans are in place for services up to Easter and whilst there will not always be a 
communion service every Sunday, it is hoped that the Wednesday communion will continue. We are very fortunate in the 
Deanery to have the Revd Susan Walker as Deanery Priest and she will be taking some of the services. However, her remit is 
also to the other 19 churches in the Deanery so you may not see her all the time. There will be more on the interregnum period 
next month.

In the meantime, I trust you will be happy by being kind!

With every blessing for a Very Happy Christmas.
Revd Anne

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
Every Wednesday 10.00 Holy Communion at Aldbrough

December 5th: 10.30am Parish Communion at Aldbrough
December 12th: 10.30am Parish Communion at Withernwick

December 19th: 10.30am Parish Communion at Aldbrough
CHRISTMAS EVE

2.00pm Crib Service at Aldbrough
4.00pm Crib Service at Withernwick

11.30pm Midnight Mass at Aldbrough
CHRISTMAS DAY: 10.30am Family Communion at Mappleton
December 26th: 10.30am Parish Communion at Withernwick

January 2nd: 10.30am Parish Communion at Withernwick

Withernwick News
The Bring and Buy sale and Bacon Butties was a very successful event and raised £502. Our thanks to everyone who helped in 
any way - by “bringing” or “buying” or just coming for a chat and by helping on the day. Stuart’s bacon always ensures 
excellent butties. 
Our next event is the Christmas Fair (11am -3pm) on Saturday 11th December. If you could spare a 
tombola prize or make a cake we should be very grateful. If you would like a stall (donation to St Alban’s) 
please see Anne or Alan. We look forward to seeing you there.



Items for next newsletter to Paul soltydog@yahoo.com by 20th December  please

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

December 4th Christmas Street Event   Aldbrough Village 
December 11th Christmas Fair    Withernwick Church 
December 17th Carol Service    7.00pm Goxhill 
December 19th Carol Service    7.00pm Withernwick 
December 21st Carol Service    7.00pm Aldbrough 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

FUNERAL:  Betty Allard 9th November, Aldbrough

All Hallows Eve
On Sunday, 31st October we decided to open our church to the local community as a place for families 
to take a break, warm up and enjoy a snack or two. We were so pleased with how many people decided 
to take us up on the offer. It was wonderful to greet 28 young people with their parents and guardians. 
It was joy to see the children playing with both each other and the toys in church. We offered a craft 
activity which was to make a mask, with many choosing to make and take their mask with them. With 
thanks to many wonderful donations, we were offering soup, hot chocolate with marshmallows, parkin, 
rice krispie cakes, brownies and sausage rolls – Thank you to all who donated. We lighted the way with 
lit pumpkins, to light the way to church. We also had the opportunity to welcome two police officers, 
#who came to say hi and check how the night was going. For us it was a great success – We hope the 
community enjoyed it as much as we did. 

Next Event will be: Sunday, 5th December at Saint Bartholomew’s Church for Christmas Chill Out.

Something to make you smile:

Camels
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over which was pictured a large star.   The third 
camel and its rider were going directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different direction?” her mother asked. 
Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.”
**

Snowmen
Two snowmen were standing next to each other. One said to the other: “Can you smell carrots?”
**

Christmas Carols
One night Freda went carol singing.  She knocked on the door of a house and began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand 
came to the door. Within half a minute, tears were streaming down his face. Touched, Freda sang every carol she knew – and 
some she didn’t. The man continued to weep gently throughout her performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You 
are remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.”
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I’m a musician!”

Christmas Rush
  

That time again, my trolley’s full
Buying all the Christmas fare,
A turkey crown, a rib of beef,
Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare.
  

Christmas crackers and serviettes,
Paper for wrapping and cards to send,
Nuts and oranges, figs and dates
The list goes on, there seems no end.
  

In all this rush it’s good to pause
And think about that special Day,
When shepherds watched and angels sang
As a Baby lay in a bed of hay.
  

By Megan Carter (Parish Pump)

Darkness

When we look into the dark, All hope is not lost!

It’s awaiting the return of will.
Will to carry on. Will to never stop.
Will to know, it will be bright again.

So never stop doubting, And never stop trusting.
Your faith to carry on, to carry you back to light.

It won’t be easy,  The hardest journey yet.
But keep on going, Until you see that light again.

Remember you are never alone,
God is always near to listen.
By Kaye Treadaway


